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TNTELLIGENCE
 DATA BACKED

Top Defense"Ofﬁcials De-
fend Shift In Estimates

—_— |
Washington, March 27 (m—
America‘'s top defense officials
lhave strongly defended shifting,
intelligence "estimates’ as an ef. -
fort to make the best use possible
of information on Soviet military |
might, !
Representative  Mahon (D -
Tesas), chairman of the House
Detense Appropnations subcom.-.
mitlee, warned, nevertheless, he
would “'not tolerate for one min-
ute” any possibility that intelli-
gence  information had  “been
tailored for political purposes,”’
Highly censored testimony made
public today by the subcommittee
had Mahon and Representative
Ford (R., Mich.» closely question-
ing the Secretary of Defense, Rob-
“ert 8. McNamara, and Gen.
[.yman L. Lemnitzer, chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, about
charges intelligence information
had been rigged.
Points To Estimates
Ford said Pentagon estimates
appeared to show a ““missile gap”
compared with the Soviet Union
one year and United States weap-
ons  superiority twelve months
later.
“Could there be any possihilit
of them bemy rigged?” Mahon
asked,
"l see no wuen possibility what-
soever.”  Lerwitzer replied. [
Laow the individuals involved and , ;
I know that th#v are not politically ™. . . We just hetier use all the.
Inolivated. I ¢r1 convineed of this, intelligence-gathiering techniques.
as a matter A fac’” we can. otherwise ‘the reliability:
Lemnitze: ;uded. *The wsti- ¢f these ligures have little or no
males tha. I 1ive been presented. * alue as far as T am concernvd,”| .
are the :tinates of the United ird said. , !
States Inedhigorce Board, as they  later, Gen. Frederic [f. Smuth,.
were last vear. gnd as were those Jr . Alr Force vice chief of stafl.
presend e sy my predecessors, and Was uestioned about the chanye

As wiill e t1ose that will be pre- In estimates of Russian missile

sonted by the services'
Profectsd Into Future
MeNanmire added that in areas
Bol coverec 9y this joint intel-
ligence yamd 12 hag' relied op

rpecialized  niirnry intelligence-

and projected it .+ eral years into
the tuture

i #toength,
' He said the change in estimates
.did not reflect any lessening So-
i viet capaeity,
"“They had the capacity.” Smith
suid. 1t is a recognition that they
jid not do what our intelligence
h!

e thouglit thev would do.” .
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